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I 

None  but  a  man  wilfully  closing  his  eyes  to 
the  facts  could  fail  to  observe  a  strange  similar- 
ity between  the  campaign  zealously  conducted 
by  German  propagandists  in  reference  to  Al- 
sace-Lorraine and  that  started  by  the  Socialists 
on  the  same  subject.  There  is  certainly  an 
apparent  difference  between  the  two  :  the 
Socialists  are  willing  indeed  to  admit  the  legi- 
timacy of  a  ((  disannexation  »  of  Alsace,  but 
at  the  same  time  they  claim  as  necessary  a -ple- 
biscite on  the  part  of  the  Alsatians..  Whether 
before  or  after  that  disannexation,  they  look 
this  formality  as  indispensable,  which  is  uodn 
tantamount  to  considering  Alsace  as  not  being 
an  integral  part  of  France,  a  constituent  cell 
without  which  the  Nation  were  but  a  mutila- 
ted body. 

Now  this  is  precisely  the  view  which  the 
German  «  apostles  »  are  doing  their  best  to 
urge  upon  the  Neutrals,  and  even  upon  our 
Allies.  On  more  than  one  occasion,  recently, 
I  have  been  called  upon  to  answer  certain  ob- 
servations on  the  subject,  put  forward  in  cir- 
cumstances that  have  filled  me  with  astonish- 
ment. 
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a  Alsace,  I  was  told,  was  certainly  conquer- 
ed by  the  Germans  in  1870  with  the  utmost 
violence,  and  ought  therefore  to  revert  to 
France;  but  did  not  the  country  originally 
belong  to  Germany  by  the  very  nature  of 
things,  and  had  it  not  subsequently  been  join- 
ed to  France  by  right  of  conquest  ?  » 

Now  logically,  that  is  the  very  root  and 
foundation  of  the  doctrine  propounded  by  the 
French  Socialist  —  French  by  birth,  be  it 
said,  but  not  in  spirit  —  who  are  thus  in  per- 
fect spiritual  communion  with  the  most  inve- 
terate Pan-Germanists.  Apart  from  the  higher 
/motives  disproving  this  contention,  it  is  mis- 
taken on  the  face  of  if  to  a  perfectly  surprising 
degree!  The  most  backward  pupil  of  the  least 
efficient  of  elementary  teachers  ought  not  to 
commit  such  an  egregious  historical  and  geo- 
graphical blunder.  For  indeed,  however  far 
back  it  is  possible  for  us  to  trace  the  course 
of  past  history,  Gaul  —  that  is  to  say  France  — 
always  included  within  her  limits  the  territo- 
ries wrested  from  us  in  1 87 1 . 

In  order  to  realise  this  material  fact  to  the 
full,  we  have  but  to  read  the  account  of  the 
conquest  by  Caesar  of  the  country  then  deno- 
minated Gaul,  a  term,  moreover,  by  which 
was  meant  only  the  greater  portion  of  the 
country,  the  rest  being  already  occupied  by  the 
Romans.  This  latter  part,  which  they  no  lon- 
ger called  Gallia,  but  Provincia,  comprised  not 
only  the  territories  that  have  kept  the  name  of 
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Provence,  but  also  the  regions  known  as  the 
Languedoc,  the  Dauphine,  the  Lyonnais,  etc... 

.When  Julius  Caesar  entered  Gaul,  by  way  of 
Geneva,  in  the  year  59  B.  G.,  what  was  the 
Western  boundary  of  the  Allemani,  i.  e.  the 
Germans,  and  consequently  of  what  country 
was  Alsace-Lorraine  apart  at  that  time? 

This  question  is  answered  by  Caesar  himself 
in  his  a  Commentaries  of  the  Gallic  War  ». 

*  * 

a  The  whole  of  Gaul  is  divided  into  three 
parts  — ■  Gallia  est  omnis  divisa  in  partes  tres  — * 
a  one  of  which  is  inhabited  by  the  Belgi,  the 
a  second  by  the  Aquitani,  the  third  by  the  men 
((  who,  in  their  own  language  are  called  Celts 
cc  (Celtce),  and  in  ours  Gauls  (Galli).  The 
«  Gauls  ajre  separated  from  the  Aquitani  by  the 
((  river  Garonne,  from  the  Belgi  by  the  Marne 
cc  and  the  Seine.  Of  these  the  Belgi  are  the 
((  bravest,  because  they  remain  strangers  to  the 
«  polished  civilisation  of  the  Provincia,  and 
((  because  the  merchants,  visiting  them  but 
((  rarely,  do  not  import  that  which  contributes 
a  to  emasculate  bravery. 

a  Furthermore, bordering  upon  theGermani, 
«  who  live  BEYOND  THE  RHINE  —  Germanis, 
a  qui  trans  Rhenum  incolunt  —  they  are  cons- 
tantly at  war  with  these.  For  the  same 
reason  the  Helvetii  likewise  surpass  the  other 
Gauls  in  valour;  for  they  are  engaged  in 
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<(  almost  daily  struggles  with  the  Germani, 
((  either  to  drive  them  out  of  their  own  corni- 
ce try,  or  to  invade  that  of  their  enemies.  As 
«  we  have  stated,  the  country  inhabited  by  the 
«  GAULS  begins  at  the  Rhone,  is  bounded  by 
((  the  Garonne,  the  Ocean,  the  frontiers  of  the 
«  Belgi,  and  on  the  side  of  the  Sequani  and 
«  Helvetii  IT  EXTENDS  TO  THE  RHINE  — 
a  attinget  flumen  Rhenum.  » 

As  we  have  seen,  therefore,  Alsace-Lorraine 
was  a  part  of  GAUL  —  GALLIA  —  that  is  to  say 
of  FRANCE,  which  at  that  time  was  not  entirely 
latinised  as  was  the  case  already  with  PRO- 
VENCE, but  which  was  shortly  —  while  suffer- 
ing no  loss  of  her  Celtie  genius  —  to  assimi- 
late the  incomparable  intellectual  and  moral 
patrimony  stored  up  through  centuries  o£ 
laborious  efforts  by  Athens  and  Rome;  an 
inheritance  she  subsequently  enriched  in  so 
princely  a  fashion,  and  which  is  to-day,  under 
the  name  of  the  Latin  civilisation,  the  common 
treasure  of  the  whole  world  - —  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Rarbarians  intent  upon  its  destruc- 
tion. 

In  fact,  however  distant  the  period  at  which 
we  consider  the  national  status  of  Alsace-Lor- 
raine, we  find  it  essentially  FRENCH  and 
NOWISE  GERMAN. 

Again,  what  stands  out  in  no  less  clear  and 
certain  a  light  ipt  the  treachery  and  greed  of  th% 
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people  living  beyond  the  Rhine,  who,  long 
before  Bismarck  and  Hindenburg,  sought  by 
every  possible  means  to  take  possession  of 
Alsace-Lorraine . 

As  far  back  as  fifteen  hundred  years  ago  (to 
be  precise,  i562  years),  in  356  B.  C,  the  Ger- 
man hordes  had  overrun  France  much  more 
completely  than  they  have  to-day,  or  than  they 
did  in  1870  and  in  181 4,  or  at  any  other  time; 
they  occupied  the  whole  country  —  Germanicis 
undique  circumfrementibus  minis;  the  Emperor 
Constantius  sent  Julianus  Consul  to  deliver  it 
from  these  Barbarians.  Lyons,  Sens,  Auturi, 
Auxerre,  Troyes,  Reims,  each  of  these  had 
suffered  in  turn.  But  the  most  formidable 
forces  were  concentrated  —  even  then!  — 
about  Argentoratum  (Strasbourg).  They  com- 
prised the  armies  of  several  German  Kings  — 
Allamanorum  reges  —  the  foremost  of  these 
being  Chnodomaire,  Vestralge,  Serapio,  Sno- 
maire,  etc...  Chnodomaire  in  particular,  «  was 
a  prodigiously  active,  here  one  day,  there  the 
((  next,  ever  to  the  fore  when  a  raid  was  to  b& 
((  carried  out,  and  full  of  the  confidence  born 
«  of  habitual  success  » . 

This  king  and  Serapio  were  the  two  most 
powerful  and  most  dread  leaders  of  the  «  fierce 
and  warlike  army  »  against  which  Julianus, 
after  several  successful  skirmishes,  realised 
that  all  his  efforts  must  be  directed  in  view  of 
decisive  victory. 

A  swift  march  brought  him  at  last  before 
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Strasbourg,  where  fresh  German  reinforce- 
ments had  just  assembled,  having  been  three 
days  and  three  nights  crossing  the  Rhine  — 
«  per  triduum  et  trinoctium  flumen  transisse 
<(  Germanos  ». 

Here,  then,  we  indubitably  have  Alsace-Lor- 
raine proclaimed  to  be  FRENCH  LAND  by  the 
teachings  of  History,  no  less  by  the  laws  of 
Nature  and  by  the  will  of  its  inhabitants,  more 
than  4oo  years  after  the  birth  of  Christ,  under 
the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Constantius  and  under 
the  Consulate  Of  Julianus,  as  it  was  for  centuries 
before  the  time  of  Julius  Caesar. 

Whose  purpose  was  it,  then,  to  wrest  this 
land  from  his  neighbour?  Which  of  the  two 
countries,  Germany  or  France,  may  be  said  to 
have  stolen  Alsace?  The  German,  of  course, 
not  the  Gaul! 

Nor  has  anything  since  availed  to  alter  this 
natural  and  lawful  order  of  things. 

Fresh  confirmation  of  this  is  to  be  found  at 
every  period,  both  under  the  Merovingian  and 
under  the  Carlovingian  kings,  when  Gaul  be- 
came consolidated  into  the  Kingdom  of  France. 
At  no  time  does  Alsace-Lorraine  figure  as  Ger- 
man Land.  It  ever  remains  French,  as  it  had 
previously  remained  Gallic!  Nothing  has 
changed  but  the  word,  the  same  object,  the 
same  living  reality  being  designated  in  both 
_  cases.  —  The  evidence  on  this  point  is  as  con- 
clusive for  the  period  subsequent  to  Julianus 
as  it  is  for  several  centuries  before  his  time. 
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The  foregoing  remarks  will  have  brought 
home  to  our  readers  that  Alsace-Lorraine  was 
part  and  parcel  of  France  from  the  beginning 
—  just  as  the  heart,  the  lungs,  the  arms,  on 
any  other  organ  or  member  of  a  living  body 
are  a  constituent  part  of  that  body  from  birth 
onwards. 

True,  a  man's  body  may  suffer  s.ome  parti- 
cular mutilation,  without  having  its  life  comple- 
tely destroyed  thereby,  but  the  fulness  of  that 
life  cannot  but  be  impaired  to  a  corresponding 
extent.  —  Furthermore,  the  severed  member 
cannot  become  part  of  some  other  man's  body; 
Mature  forbids. 

Similarly,  though  the  Teutons  have  repeat- 
edly issued  forth  from  their  hercynian  forests 
to  cross  the  Rhine  and  sever  a  portion  of  the 
left  ban  of  that  river  from  the  body  of  France, 
they  have  never  been  able  to  make  it  a  part  of 
their  own  body.  Nor  —  to  look  at  the  matter 
from  a  different  point  of  view  —  can  their  per- 
sistent efforts  in  this  direction  avail  to  turn 
wrong  into  right,  an  act  of  sheer  violence  into 
a  lawful  one. 

This  having  been  duly  stated,  let  us  consider 
the  successive  changes  wrought  in  Alsace,  not 
as  regards  its  territorial  status,  which  is  immu- 
table, but  as  regards  the  respective  Powers  that 
have, in  the  one  case  ruled  the  country  in  accor- 
dance with  the  natural  order  of  things,  in  the 
©ther  held  it  in  subjection  by  force  of  arms. 
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As  we  have  seen,  from  the  time  when  it 
was  first  mentioned  in  History,  Alsace  while  by 
Nature  a  part  of  Gaul,  was  also  for  centuries  in- 
habited exclusively  by  Gauls,  no  part  of  its 
territory  being  occupied  by  .the  Germans,  who 
all  lived  beyond  the  Rhine,  on  the  territory  of 
their  birth,  strictly  bounded  to  westwards  by 
that  river. 

((  Germany  as  a  Avhole  begins  at  the  Rhine  », 
runs  the  historical  narrative  —  and  below,  in 
reference  to  the  Gauls  and  to  the  Ge?*mani  — 
((  these  two  people  inhabit  adjacent  countries, 
«  separated  solely  by  the  Rhine,  except  for  the 
a  fact  that  Germany  lies  more  to  the  North. . .  » 
—  and  again,  with  particular  insistence  upon 
the  Celts  or  Gauls,  is  to  be  found  as  we  proced 
eastwards,  the  nation  of  the  Germans...  A  first 
subdivision  of  Germany  comprises  the  country 
bordering  upon  the  Rhine  from  its  source  to  its 
mouth,  so  that  this  riverside  territory '  may  be 
said  to  constitute  the  western  march  of  that 
country. 

Thus  wrote  the  great  geographer  Strabo,  a 
few  vears  before  the  birth  of  Christ.  But 
while  it  cannot  be  disputed  that  for  many  cen- 
turies this  was  the  natural  and  historical  order 
of  things,  we  are  the  first  to  admit  that  the 
Germans  strove  at  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
establish  themselves  on  French  territory  by 
crossing  the  Rhine.  —  Victoriously  repulsed, 
they  renewed  their  attempts  in  spite  of  repeated 
failures,   from   their  first  unsuccessful  raids 
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under  Ariovistus, always  beaten  off, but  persist- 
ing in  their  cupidity  until  the  time  when  they 
were  crushed  at  last  on  their  own  territory, 
near  Cologne,  A.  D.  496. 

The  stunning  blows  dealt  them  by  Glovis  did 
not  suffice,  however,  to  make  an  end  of  Teu- 
tonic ambitions.  Nevetheless  Alsace  and  Lor- 
raien  remained  French  Land,  both  as  regards 
the  race  of  their  inhabitants  and  rulers,  and  in 
respect  of  their  geographical  situation,  which 
nothing  could  destroy  but  some  world  cata- 
clysm, such  as  belongs  more  properly  to  the 
province  of  the  naturalist  than  of  the  historian. 
And  we  find  them,  accordingly,  since  the  time 
of  Clovis  included  in  that  part  of  the  Kingdom 
of  France,  designated  in  the  subsequent  parti- 
tions effected  between  his  heirs  by  the  name  of 
Kingdom  of  Austrasia. 

Nay  further,  this  kingdom  —  the  rulers  of 
which  were  the  only  sovereigns  to  bear  the 
title  of  a  King  of  the  FRENCH  » ,  and  who  had 
chosen  the  city  of  Metz  as  their  capital  —  not 
only  comprised  Alsace  and  Lorraine,  but  ex- 
tended moreover  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  as  far,  as  the  Scheldt! 

Not  until  after  the  death  of  Louis  IV,  d'Ou- 
tremer,  king  of  France,  which  occurred  in 
954,  do  we  see  Alsace  fall  under  the  sway  of 
Germany,  and  become  part  of  her  Empire  un- 
der the  designation  of  «  Circle  of  the  Upper 
Rhine  ». 
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The  above  rapid  survey  proves  conclusively 
that  the  contention  of  the  Plebiscitaires,  alle- 
ging Alsace-Lorraine  to  have  been  conquered 
by  the  French,  instead  of  having  been  part  and 
parcel  of  France  from  the  beginning  will  not 
even  bear  a  moment's  examination.  —  Nor  are 
the  considerations  we  have  adduced  by  any 
means  the  only  ones  to  strike  us  when  we  come 
to  examine  the  question  more  closely  and  trace 
down  the  course  of  events  to  the  present  time. 


II 


THE  RESTITUTION 
OF  ALSACE-LORRAINE 

We  have  seen  that  more  than  a  thousand 
years  had  elapsed  since  their  earliest  attempts 
when  the  Germans  at  last  took  possession  of 
Alsace-Lorraine.  Nor  was  their  domination, 
even  then,  as  absolute  as  might  be  inferred 
from  the  expression.  The  three  cities  and  bi- 
shoprics of  Metz,  Toul  and  Verdun,  with  the 
extensive  lands  owned  by  them,  never  lost 
their  distinctive  personality,  nor  that  spirit  of 
independence  which  was  the  chief  factor  in 
bringing  about  the  restoration  of  these  territo- 
ries to  the  mother  country  in  i55i,  under  King 
Henri  II. 

Fresh  progress  was  made  in  this  direction  T 
as  regards  Alsace,  under  Louis  XII  during  the 
thirty  Years 'War,  towards  the  year  i63o  and 
after,  by  Marshal  de  Guebriant,  with  the  help 
of  the  Swedes,  the  final  and  complete  recovery 
of  Alsace-Lorraine  receiving  due  consecration 
in  the  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Wesphalia,  Oc- 
tober 24th,  1 648. 

The  political  consequences  of  that  treaty 
were  so  important  and  its  wording  has  assumed 
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such  significance, as  bearing  precisely  upon  the 
present  situation,  that  it  behoves  us  to  repro- 
duce its  essential  stipulations  —  the  more  so  as 
they  are  but  little  known  to  the  public  at  large. 

They  ran  as  follows, according  to  the  Recueil 
published  in  1693. 

# 

TREATY  OF  PEACE,  signed  at  Munster,  in 
Wesphalia,  October  24th,  i648,  by  the  Ambas- 
sadors Plenipotentiary  of  Their  Imperial  and 
Most  Christian  Majesties  and  by  the  Delegates 
Extraordinary  of  the  Electors,  Princes  and 
States  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Indivisible 
Trinity  : 

Be  it  known  to  all  and  sundry,  and  to  each 
of  those  whom  it  doth  now  or  may  hereafter 
concern,  that  the  dissensions  and  disturbances 
that  have  vexed  the  Holy  Empire  for  many 
years  having  not  only  embroiled  all  Germany, 
but  having  spread  moreover  to  the  neighbour- 
ing Kingdoms,  and  especially  to  France,  and 
having  given  rise  to  a  long  and  grievous  war  : 

Firstly  between  the  Serene  and  Mighty  Em- 
peror Ferdinand  II,  King  of  Germany,  Hun- 
gary, Bohemia,  Dalmatia,  Croatia,  Sclavonia, 
Archduke  of  Austria,  etc... 

. . .  And  the  Serene  and  Mighty  Prince  and 
Lord  Louis  XIII  of  glorious  memory,  Most 
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Christian  King  of  France  and  Navar re,  and  his 
Allies,  on  the  other  part; 

And,  subsequently  to  their  decease,  between 
the  Serene  and  Mighty  Emperor  Ferdinand  III, 
King  of  Germany,  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Dalma- 
*ia,  etc... 

...  And  the  Serene  and  Mighty  Prince 
Louis  XIV,  Most  Christian  King  of  France  and 
Navarre,  with  his  Allies,  on  the  other  part; 

Whereby  was  brought  about  a  great  effusion 
of  Christian  blood,  and  the  desolation  of  many 
provinces...  It  has  finally  come  to  pass  by  an 
effect  of  Divine  Goodness,  that  through  the  in- 
termediary of  the  Serene  Republic  of  Venice, 
from  which  Christendom  has  never  failed  to 
receive  salutary  advice  in  stormy  times,  these 
two  Mighty  Sovereigns  have  turned  their 
thoughts  to  general  peace.  And  with  a  view 
to  this,  in  the  year  i64i,  on  December  2/J.th 
(new  style),  or  i5th  (old  style),  it  had  been 
agreed  at  Hamburg  that  on  July  1st  (old  style) 
or  nth  (new  style),  i643,  a  Meeting  of  Pleni- 
potentiaries would  be  held  at  Munster  and  at 
Osnabrug... 

. . .  After  the  invocation  of  Divine  succour  and 
the  exchange  of  Credentials,  on  the  part  of  all 
the  plenipotentiaries  assembled,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  Electors,  Princes  and  States  of 
the  Holy  Empire,  for  the  Glory  of  God  and  the 
welfare  of  Christendom,  it  was  laid  down  as 
follows  : 

That  there  shall  be  a  Christian  and  Universal 


—  18  - 


Peace  and  an  everlasting,  genuine  and  sincere 
friendship  between  their  Imperial  and  Most 
Christian  Majesties  —  i.  e.  between  each  and 
all  the  Germans  and  the  adherents  of  His  Impe- 
ril Majesty  aforesaid,  the  House  of  Austria 
and  their  heirs  and  successors,  but  chiefly  be- 
tween the  Electors,  Princes  and  States  of  the 
Empire,  on  the  one  part;  and  each  and  all  the 
Allies  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  aforesaid, 
and  all  their  heirs  and  successors,  on  the  other 
part. 

That  such  peace  and  friendship  shall  be  ob- 
served and  cultivated  so  sincerly,  that  the  two 
Parties  may  seek  the  advantage  and  honour  the 
one  of  the  other;  and  that  the  Empire  and 
France  may  cultivate  and  cause  to  blossom  forth 
on  every  hand  a  good  understanding  and 
neighbourly  relations... 

. . .  And  in  order  that  the  aforesaid  Peace  and 
Friendship  between  the  Emperor  and  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty  shall  be  consolidated  the  bet- 
ter, and  public  safety  provided  for,  with  the 
consent,  advice  and  approval  of  the  Electors, 
Princes  and  States  of  the  Empire,  for  the  sake 
of  Peace,  it  has  been  agreed  : 

Firstly:  that  the  supreme  Dominion  and  all 
other  rights  over  the  Bishoprics  of  Metz,Toul 
and  Verdun,  and  over  the  Cities  of  like  name 
and  their  holdings,  in  particular  over  Moienvic, 
which  belonged  to  the  Empire,  SHALL  BE- 
LONG henceforward  to  the  CROWN  OF 
FRANCE,  and  shall  be  INCORPORATED  with 
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it,  IRREVOCABLY  and  FOREVER...  Thirdly: 
that  the  Emperor,  both  in  his  own  name  and 
in  the  hame  of  the  entire  Serene  House  of 
Austria  and  likewise  of  the  Empire,  doth  cede 
and  make  over  every  Right,  Estate,  Domain, 
Possession  and  Juridiction,  which  have 
hitherto  belonged  both  to  himself,  to  the 
Empire  and  the  House  of  Austria,  Over  the 
town  of  Brisack,  the  Landgraviate  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Alsace,  the  Suntgau  and  the 
Provincial  Prefecture  of  the  ten  Imperial 
towns  situated  in  Alsace,  viz  :  Haguenaw, 
Colmar,  Schlestadt,  Wissemburg,  Landaw, 
Oberenhaim,  Rosheim,  Munster  in  the  Val  St 
Gregoire.  Kaiserberg,  Tuiinghaim,  and  all  the 
villages  or  other  Rights  pertaining  to  the  said 
Prefecture.  TRANSFER  THEM  all  and  seve- 
rally to  HIS  MOST  CHRISTIAN  MAJESTY  and 
to  the  Kingdom  of  France,  so  that  the  town  of 
Brisack,  with  the  villages  of  Hochstat,  Nieder- 
insing,  Hartem  and  Acharren  belonging  to  the 
Community  of  Brisack,  with  the  whole  of  the 
former  territory  and  banate,  without  prejudice, 
however,  as  regards  the  Privileges  and  Immu- 
nities granted  to  the  said  town  by  the  House 
of  Austria. 

Item,  the  aforesaid  Landgraviate  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Alsace  and  the  Suntgau,  as  also  the 
Provincial  Prefecture  of  the  ten  towns  afore- 
mentioned and  their  dependencies;  item,  all  the 
vassals  subjects,  men,  towns  great  and  small, 
castles,  houses,  fortresses,  woods,  gold  and  sil- 
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ver  mines  and  other  ore  deposits,  rivers, 
streams,  pastures,  briefly  all  the  rights,  royal- 
ties and  appurtenances,  with  no  reservation 
whatever,  shall  belong  to  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  and  shall  be  incorporated  for  all  time 
with  the  Crown  of  France  with  all  manner  of 
juridiction  and  sovereignty,  WITHOUT  THE 
EMPEROR,  the  Empire,  the  House  of  Austria, 
or  any  other  party  having  in  his  power  to  gain- 
say the  same  in  any  way.  So  that  no  Emperor 
—  nor  any  Prince  of  the  House  of  Austria  — 
shall  ever  have  any  power  or  title  TO  USURP, 
or  even  to  LAY  CLAIM  to  any  right  or  sway 
over  the  aformentioned  territories,  whether 
BEYOND  or  on  this  side  of  THE  RHINE  —  adeo 
ut  nullus  Imperator  aut  princeps,  quicquam  ju- 
ris aut  potestatis...  cis  et  ultra  Rhenum,  ullo 
unquam  tempo  praetendere  possit. 

■* 

The  next  articles  of  the  Treaty  confirm  the 
above  cession.  In  so  many  words,  the  Empe- 
ror and  the  Duke  of  Inspruch  waiving  their 
alleged  rights  over  these  countries,  promise 
and  bind  themselves  to  induce  the  King  of 
Spain  to  relinquish  his  claims  as  well. 

This  was  duly  effected  by  the  Peace  of  the 
Pyrenees  in  1659,  for  by  Art  LXI  of  this 
Convention,  the  Catholic  King  renounces, 
both  in  his  own  name  and  on  behalf  of  his 
successors,  all  the  rights  he  possessed  or 
might  possess  over  Upper  and  Lower  Alsace, 
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the  Suntgaw,  or  the  Country  of  Ferrete,  Brise 
and  its  dependencies,  and  over  all  territories 
ceded  to  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  by  the 
Treaty  made  at  Munster  in  Westphalia,  Octo- 
ber 2/Jih  16/18,  to  be  joined  to  and  incorporated 
with  the  Crown  of  France. 

Thus  did  France  acquire  a  new  right  over 
Alsace,  subsequently  confirmed,  moreover,  by 
the  Treaty  of  Brunswick  in  1697. 

We  see  then  that  at  the  end  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  Alsace-Lorraine  —  a  French 
Land  »  from  the  first,  save  that  it  came  under 
'German  rule  after  A.  D.  <)54  —  was  solemnly 
declared,  in  16^8,  by  the  German  Empire  itself 
as  well  as  by  Sweden,  Spain,  and  practically 
the  whole  of  Europe,  to  be  given  back  «  for  all 
time  »  to  France,  while  it  is  likewise  declared 
that  no  German  shall  ever  he  entitled  to 
a  claim  any  right  beyond  the  Rhine  ». 

Such  were  the  undertakings  and  proclama- 
tions of  Ferdinand  II,  King  of  Bohemia  and 
Hungary,  as  well  as  Emperor  —  and  of  Ferdi- 
nand II,  his  son,  King  of  Bavaria,  as  well  as 
Emperor  —  just  as  William  II  is  today  King 
of  Prussia,  as  well  as  Emperor. 

It  is  certainly  not  possible  to  refute  more 
completely  and  for  the  third  time,  the  sophisti- 
cal theory  whereby  the  German  propagandists 
strive  to  make  people  believe  that  in  1871  they 
did  but  take  back  Alsace-Lorraine  as  having  ori- 
ginally  belonged  to  and  been  forcibly  wrested 
from  them  by  France!    Yet  one  cannot  do  too 
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much  to  counfound  the  crafty  quibbles  of  Ger- 
man politicians,  who  are  never  weary  of  dis- 
seminating their  lies. 

To  the  proofs  of  History  ranging  from  the 
earliest  times  over  more  than  twenty  centuries, 
particularly  as  regards  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth centuries,  let  us  add  the  yet  more  strik- 
ing proofs  afforded  by  the  eighteenth  century;. 


Ill 


J 

THE  PLEBISCITES 
OF  ALSACE-LORRAINE 

As  I  have  just  stated,  the  political  lessons  to 
be  derived  from  the  events  of  the  eighteenth 
and  nineteenth  centuries  afford  an  even  more 
decisive  refutation  of  the  arguments  adduced 
by  the  Socialists  who  ask  for  the  taking  of  a 
plebiscite  as  a  necessary  condition  for  the  resti- 
tution of  Alsace-Lorraine  to  Frence. 

Instead  of  engaging  in  a  polemic  on  the) 
point  —  easy  as  our  task  would  surely  be  —  let_ 
us  rather  allow  the  official  documents  to  speak 
for  themselves,  their  verdict  being  a  final  one. 

.  We  go  back  to  1789.  Ninety-two  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  treaty  of  Riswick  was  signed; 
it  is  the  morrow  of  the  famous  night  of  August 
4th,  when  the  National  Assembly  abolished 
what  remained  of  the  feudal  privileges,  thug 
giving  formal  consecration  to  the  «  Rights  of 
Man  and  of  the  Citizen.  » 

Let  us  peruse  the  minutes  of  the  sitting  of 
August  5th,  which  lasted  from  9  in  the  mor- 
ning till  2  the  next  morning.  —  The  following 
is  one  of  the  most  important  passages  therein 
recorded. 
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NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY 
President  :  M.  Chapelier. 

Sitting  held  on  Wednesday,  August  5th  1789 

«  The  Deputies  of  Alsace,  notably,  by  their 
a  unanimous  approval  endorse  the  renuncia- 
«  tion  of  all  privileges. 

«  The  Prince  de  Broglie,  speaking  on  behalf 
«  of  the  clergy  and  nobility  of  Alsace,  and 
«  MM.  Rewbell  and  Bernard,  deputies  of  the 
((  imperial  communes  and  towns  of  the  said 
«  province,  signify  their  adhesion  to  what  was 
<(  decided  yesterday  by  the  majority  of  the  pro- 
«  vinces.  One  of  them  declared  :  to  renounce 
«  the  privileges  of  one's  province  at  such  a 
<(  moment  as  this  is  an  act  of  no  great  merit, 
a  for  in  so  doing  we  become  more  French 
a  than  ever  and  to  be  French  is  to  day  the 
a  proudest  title  a  man  can  possibly  claim! 
a  (Loud  applause).  » 

Two  months  have  passed  :  the  financial  situa- 
tion has  become  strained;  let  us  turn  to  the 
minutes  of  the  sitting  of  the  National  Assembly, 
October  12th  1789;  we  find  these  lines  : 

((  The  list  is  read  out  of  the  patriotic  contri- 
butions. A  great  many  have  been  made  by 
various  Alsatian  Communities,  which  proclaim 
it  is  to  be  their  wish  and  determination  to  re- 
main for  ever  united  with  France,  renounce  the 
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reduction  that  would  result  from  the  privileged 
situation  granted  to  the  poorer  tax-payers,  and 
desire  the  accrueing  moneys  to  be  made  over 
exclusively  to  the  Public  Exchequer.  The 
aforesaid  Communities  couclude  their  Address 
by  stating  that  they  adhere  to  the  decrees  of 
the  National  Assembly. 

((  The  proposed  patriotic  contribution  espe- 
cially was  hailed  with  warm  approval.  These 
Communities  had  forestalled  the  intentions  of 
the  National  Assembly;  they  had  taxed  them- 
selves before  the  decree  was  issued,  while  at 
that  time  the  subscription  reached  the  total  of 
10.000  livres. 

((  The  National  Assembly  ordains  the  address 
to  be  circulated  in  printed  form  and  authorises 
the  President  to  express  to  these  Communities 
the  appreciation  of  the  House.  » 

Let  us  turn  to  the  minutes  of  the  sitting  held 
on  the  following  day,  October  i3th  1789  : 

NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY 
President  :  M.  Freteau. 

Sitting  held  on  Tuesday,  October  iZth  1789. 

Several  Alsatian  Communities  forward  to  the 
National  Assembly  a  resolution  worded  as  fol- 
lows : 

((  Having  been  informed  that  the  delays  in 
«  the  payment  of  the  public  revenue  and  the 
((  discredit  attaching  to  the  finances  of  the 
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((  Kingdom  threaten  the  State  with  the  gravest 
«  dangers... 

((  It  has  occured  to  us  that  it  would  be  suit- 
((  able  and  expedient,  in  the  circumstances,  to 
((  signify  to  the  National  Assembly,  whose  la- 
ce bours  we  have  so  long  watched  in  silent 
((  admiration,  our  adhesion  to  all  its  decrees 
«  and  our  respectful  gratitude  for  all  the  bene- 
a  fits  it  has  already  conferred  upon  the  Nation; 
((  consequently,  we  have  unanimously  decided 
«  to  request  M.  Kaufman,  one  of  our  deputies, 
((  to  lay  our  homage  at  the  feet  of  the  National 
«  Assembly,  to  signify  to  it  our  full  and  free 
«  consent  to  all  the  decrees  it  has  issued  up  to 
a  date  and  to  those  it  will  issue  hereafter;  nota- 
((  bly  to  the  decrees  of  August  4th  last  and 
«  following  days,  by  virtue  of  which  Alsace  is 
«  entirely  united  and  incorporated  with  France 
<(  by  the  abolishment  of  the  privileges  which 
«  to  a  certain  extent  caused  us  to  be  still  looked 
a  upon  as  inhabitants  of  a  foreign  province. 
«  We  request  him  to  assure  the  Assembly  that 
«  it  is  our  pride  to  call  ourselves  Frenchmen 
«  and  to  give  proof  on  every  possible  occasion 
«  of  our  heartfelt  attachment  to  the  Nation 
«  which  we  consider  to  be  the  foremost  in  the 
«  world.  » 

The  various  declarations  we  have  just  read 
prove  that  the  inhabitants  of  Alsace  were  as 
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thoroughly  French  in  1789,  as  they  had  never 
ceased  to  be  at  any  stage  in  the  world's  history; 
—  but  there  is  no  lack  of  evidence  to  show  that 
the  Teutonic  claim  in  191 8  as  regards  Alsace- 
Lorraine  and  the  demand  of  the  Socialists  for  a 
Plebiscite  are  invalidated  not  only  by  the  «  na- 
ture of  things  »,  by  «  right  »,  but  also  by  the 
emphatic  demonstrations  of  the  inhabitants  of 
those  provinces,  renewed  in  the  nineteenth 
century  no  less  unmistakably  than  in  the 
eighteenth. 

Since  the  Socialists  persist,  as  they  did  only 
the  other  day,  in  their  preposterous  demand 
for  a  Plebiscite  to  be  taken  in  Alsace-Lorraine 
with  a  view  to  legitimising  the  restitution  to 
France  of  the  territory  wrested  from  her  by 
violence  in  1871,  we  are  only  too  pleased  to  be 
able  to  afford  them  full  satisfaction  here  and 
now. 

The  ((  National  Council  of  the  Party  »  —  as 
they  style  themselves  —  insist  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  a  special  consultation  of  the  Alsatians 
and  Lorrainers  as  to  whether  they  repudiate 
their  violent  annexation  to  the  Geman  Empire 
and  claim  to  be  restored  to  their  French  mo- 
ther-country. —  Very  well,  their  reply  to  this 
question  is  on  record;  it  was  given  once  for  all 
in  1 87 1. 

As  the  Socialists  appear  to  have  forgotten  it, 
we  have  promised  these  worthy  gentlemen  of 
the  «  National  Council  of  the  Socialist  Party  » 
to  afford  them  ocular  demonstration  of  the  pur- 
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port  of  the  Plebiscite  they  demand  from  the 
Alsatians  and  Lorrainers  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining what  they  think  of  the  act  whereby 
Germany  wrested  from  France  territory 
that  had  belonged  to  her  for  so  many  centuries 
and  from  which  their  forefathers  had  so  often 
valiantly  repulsed  the  invaders  from  beyond 
the  Rhine. 

That  promise  we  well  keep  to-day,  and  our 
task  will  be  the  lighter  inasmuch  as  we  have 
forgotten  nothing  of  what  we  saw  with  our 
own  eyes,  whereas,  our  present  Socialists  — 
fortunately  for  them,  in  one  sense  —  are  too 
young  to  have  witnessed  events  that  occurred 
close  upon  fifty  years  ago. 

For  it  was  during  the  early  months  of  1871 
that  this  glorious  Plebiscite  of  the  Alsatians 
and  Lorrainers  took  place  in  tragic  cir- 
cumstances and  with  unmistakable  signifi- 
cance. 

The  first  manifestation  of  their  unanimous 
and  unmistakable  determination  occurred  on 
February  8th,  1 87 1 . 

The  terms  of  the  Favre  and  Bismarck  armis- 
tice made  it  incumbent  upon  France  to  proceed 
on  February  8th  to  the  election  of  a  Constituant 
Assembly  which  was  to  meet  in  Bordeaux  on 
February  12th. 

In  truth  no  election  was  ever  held  in  cir- 
cumstances more  likely  to  paralyse  the  free  ex- 
pression of  the  sentiment  of  the  voters  than  the 
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ballot  of  February  8th  in  as  far  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Alsace-Lorraine  were  concerned. 

From  end  to  end  their  country  was  occupied 
by  the  German  troops  whose  «  methods  »  are 
too  well  known  to  all  and  sundry  for  us  to 
deem  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  Ihe  brutal 
tyranny  that  weighed  upon  the  citizens  sum- 
moned to  the  poll  under  the  watchful  eyes  of 
invaders  who  da>ly  proclaimed  their  determi- 
nation to  remain  their  masters  for  all  time. 

The  situation  in  which  the  electors  were 
placed  was  all  the  more  critical  in  that  they 
were  compelled  thereby  to  express  openly,  so 
to  speak,  before  the  Germans,  Avhat  were  their 
intentions  towards  them.  There  was  no  room 
left  for  doubt  in  this  respect  by  the  decree  cal- 
ling upon  the  elector  «  to  decide  whether  the 
war  was  to  be  proceeded  with,  or  if  not,  on 
what  terms  peace  was  to  be  concluded  ». 

This  amounted  to  being  called  upon  to  vote 
with  a  pistol  pointed  £it  their  heads.  Yet  what 
was  the  result  of  this  ballot  of  February  8th 
1 87 1,  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  from  which  our  pre- 
sent day  Socialists  demand  a  Plebiscite? 

The  territory  under  consideration  constituted 
at  that  time  the  following  departments  : 

The  Meurthe.  —  Chef -lieu  Nancy; 

The  Moselle.  —  Chef -lieu  Metz; 

The  Bas-Rhin.  —  Chef -lieu  Strasbourg; 

The  Haut-Rhin.  —  Chef -lieu  Colmar: 

Two  years  previously,  in  1869,  these  depart- 
ments had  been  called  upon  like  all  the  rest  to 
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elect  their  representatives,  and  these  are  the 
respective  results  of  the  voting  in  1869,  a  year 
of  well-established  peace  and  prosperity,  and 
ki  187 1,  after  the  devastation  and  rr-n,  and  the 
destruction  of  human  life  wrought  by  the  war 
since  it  had  started  in  July  1870. 

NUMBER  OF  VOTERS 


1869  I&71 

Meurthe  ........      97. 017  93.475 

Moselle  . . .  .. .....      89.986  83.761 

Bas-Rhin                 117.326  143.196 

Haut-Rhin               io5.449  99-847 


Total......    409.778  420.189 


Thus,  in  spite  of  the  depressing  conditions, 
the  electorate  of  the  four  departments  called 
Alsace-Lorraine  since  their  annexation  to  the 
German  Empire  not  only  answered  the  sum- 
mons to  the  poll  with  undaunted  courage,  but 
in  greater  numbers  that  when  things  were 
brightest ! 

Nay  further,  the  vote  returned  by  these 
420.189  electors  was  unanimous;  one  and  all, 
whichever  candidate  they  favoured,  were  ac- 
tuated by  the  same  motives,  the  same  inten- 
tions, nor  was  it  long  before  their  representa- 
tives gave  due  expression  to  the  mandate  they 
had  received. 

On  February  12th,  the  National  Assembly 
elected  on  the  8th  met  at  Bordeaux;  on  Fri- 
day, the  17th,  as  soon  as  its  committee  was 
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fully  made  up,  one  of  the  most  active  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Haut-Rhin,  Emil  Keller, 
who  had  led  his  bataillon  of  francs-tireurs  into 
action  with  conspicious  bravery  addressed  the 
House  in  the  name  of  all  his  colleagues,  speak- 
ing as  follows. 

* 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  declaration  it  is  our 
duty  to  submit  to  you  as  the  result  of  the  una- 
nimous vote  of  our  constituarits  and  to  which 
we  would  call  your  earnest  attention  (Hear! 
Hear!  Applause). 

((  We,  the  undersigned,  being  French  citi- 
zens chosen  and  deputed  by  the  departments 
of  the  Bas-Rhin,  the  Haut-Rhin,  the  Moselle 
and  the  Meurthe  to  lay  before  the  French  Na- 
tional Assembly  the  expression  of  the  unani- 
mous will  and  desire  of  the  population  of  Al- 
sace-Lorraine, 

((  Having  held  a  meeting  to  discuss  the 
question, 

((  Have  decided  to  set  forth  in  a  solemn  de- 
claration their  sacred  and  unalienable  rights, 
so  that  the  National  Assembly,  France  and 
Europe  having  under  their  eyes  the  wishes 
and  resolutions  of  the  aforesaid  constituents 
may  neither  consummate,  nor  allow  to  be 
consummated  any  act  of  a  nature  to  infringe 
the  rights  we  have  been  deputed  hither  to 
uphold  and  defend...  » 
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((  And  in  truth,  Gentlemen,  we  are  here  for 
no  other  purpose;  out  electors  have  sent  us 
here  to  attest  that  we  are  and  will  ever  remain 
French. 

DECLARATION 

a  I. —  Alsace  and  Lorraine  do  not  consent 
to  be  made  over  to  alien  masters. 

...«  All  of  the  same  mind,  both  the  citizens  who 
have  remained  in  their  homes  and  the  soldiers  who 
have  rallied  to  the  colours,  the  former  by  their 
votes,  the  latter  by  actual  fighting,  signify  to 
Germany  and  to  the  world  the  immutable  determi- 
nation of  Alsace  and  Lorraine  to  REMAIN  FRENCH  » 
(HEAR!  HEAR!  FROM  THE  LEFT  AND  SEVERAL 
OTHER  PARTS  OF  THE  HOUSE). 

«  II.  —  FRANCE  CANNOT  AGREE  TO  ENDORSE 
BY  HER  SIGNATURE  THE  CESSION  OF  ALSACE 
AND  LORRAINE.  (HEAR  !  HEAR  !)  She  cannot 
wfthout  jeopardising  her  very  national  existence, 
herself  deal  a  mortal  blow  to  her  own  unity. 

...((In  a  word,  Alsace  and_ Lorraine  protest 
emphatically  against  any  such  cession.  [France  can- 
not consent  to  it,  nor  can  it  be  sanctioned  by 
Europe. 

«  In  confirmation  whereof  we  call  our  Franch 
countrymen,  the  Goverments  and  nations  of  the 
whole  world  to  witness  that  we  hold  beforehand 
as  null  and  void  any  act  or  treaty,  vote  or  ple- 
biscite, yielding  to  a  foreign  country  all  or  part 
of  our  provinces  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine ; 

«  We  hereby  proclaim  to  be  for  ever  inviolable 
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the  right  of  the  Alsatians  and  Lorrainers  to  remain 
members  of  the  French  nation  (HEAR  f  HEAR  ?), 
and  we  swear  and  makef  oath  both  for  ourselves 
and  on  behalf  of  our  constituents,  our  children 
and  our  children's  children,  ^vindicate  that  right 
eternally,  by  every  means  and  against  every 
usurper  »  (HEAR  !  HEAR  !  —  LOUD  APPLAUSE 
FROM  THE  LEFT). 

#  * 

Such,  then,  was  the  formal  will  of  the 
/bo.189  electors  of  Alsace-Lorraine  set  forth 
in  the  most  striking  terms  by  the  forty  depu- 
ties charged  by  them  with  this  mission.  — 
What  plebiscite  was  ever  more  definite,  more 
((  conscious  » ,  or  more  emphatically  the  faith- 
ful expression  of  a  people's  will?... 

Nor  were  the  Votes  of  February  8th  and 
the  Declaration  of  February  17th  by  any 
means  the  only  unequivocal  manifestations  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  Alsatians  and  Lorrainers. 

They  were  soon  followed  up  by  others 
equally  decisive,  as  you  shall  judge  far  your- 
selves : 

Eleven  days  later,  on  Tuesday,  February 
28th,  at  the  commencement  of  the  sitting, 
Barthelemy  Saint-Hilaire,  read  out  the  Pre- 
liminaries of  Peace,  signed  two  days  before, 
on  the  one  hand  by  Thiers  and  Jules  Favre 
on  behalf  of  France,  on  the  other, by  Bismarck, 
on  behalf  of  the  emperor  of  Germany,  King  of 
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Prussia  and  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Kings  of 
Bavaria,  Wurttemberg,  etc... 

I  can  still  hear  these  few  words  contained 
in  the  tragic  communication  made  to  th* 
house  by  Barthelemy  Saint-Hilaire  and  listen- 
ed to  by  all  with  deep  emotion  : 

((  The  full  powers  of  the  two  contracting 
parties  being  found  in  order,  it  has  been 
agreed  as  follows,  to  serve  as  a  preliminary 
basis  for  the  final  peace  to  be  concluded  here- 
after : 

PRELIMINARIES  OF  PEACE 

((  Article  I,  —  France  renounces  in  favour  of 
the  German  Empire  every  right  and  title  shs 
holds  with  regard  to  the  territories  lying  t® 
the  East  of  the  frontier  hereinafter  descri- 
bed :  »... 

(There  follows  a  long  list  of  towns  and  vil- 
lages). 

«  The  German  Empire  shall  own  these  terri- 
tories permanently  in  full  sovereignty...  » 

Article  2.  —  France  shall  pay  to  His  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  Germany  a  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand millions  of  francs  ». 

Every  heart  was  wrung,  but  it  was  neces- 
sary to  come  to  a  rapid  decision.  The  debate 
was  postponed  until  the  next  day  —  Alone  th* 
representatives  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine  had 
made  up  their  minds  irrevocablv,  and  this  is 
how  they  once  more  unanimously  look  posi- 


tion  at  the  sitting,  that  opened  at  half  past 
twelve  on  Friday,  March  ist  1871  —  a  sit- 
ting which  none  of  those  who  attended  it,  like 
myself,  ever  forgot. 

From  the  very  first  a  number  of  protests  are 
raised  : 

Scheurer-Kestner  lays  before  the  House  a 
petition  of  the  Alsatians  living  in  Germany 
and  who  vehemently  oppose  annexation  in 
any  shape  or  form; 

Tirard  brings  forward  a  like  petition  signed 
by  the  Alsatians  and  Lorrainers  living  in 
Paris; 

Keller  does  the  same  one  behalf  of  the  Al- 
satians and  Lorrainers  of  Chambery. 

Bamberger,  Deputy  of  the  Moselle  and  a 
native  of  Strasbourg  «  entreats  the  Assembly 
to  reject  the  treaty  of  peace  —  or  of  shame— 
submitted  to  them  ». 

The  next  to  speak  was  the  eminent  Deputy 
of  the  Haut-Rhin,  who  on  February  17th  had 
been  chosen  to  represent  Alsace-Lorraine  as  a 
whole.  —  His  words  still  find  an  echo  in  our 
hearts  : 

«  Gentlemen, in  this  solemn  hour  you  cannot 
expect  a  set  speech  irom  me  :  indeed  it  were 
beyond  my  power  to  make  such  a  speech.  The 
man  who  was  to  have  spoken  instead  of  me  — 
for  as  yet  you  have  heard  no  Deputy  of  Alsace 
—  the  Mayor  of  Strasbourg,  is  at  this  very  mo- 
ment dying  of  grief  and  sorrow;  his  agony  is 
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the  most  eloquent  of  speeches  (Sympathetic 
murmurs). 

«  In  effect,  what  is  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  we  are  placed?  I  have  heard  it  said 
by  some  :  «  You  Alsatian  Deputies  may  vote 
against  the  proposed  treaty,  we  cannot!  » 

«  Surely  enough,  there  is  something  pecu- 
liar about  us  :  we  have  preserved  our  honour 
intact;  with  a  view  to  remaining  French  we 
have  made  every  sacrifice  and  we  are  ready 
to  make  others  yet;  our  will  is  to  be  French, 
and  French  we  will  remain;  there  is  no  power 
on  earth,  no  signature  —  whether  of  this  As- 
sembly or  of  Prussia  —  that  can  prevent  us 
from  remaining  French.  (Hear!  Hear!  — f  Ap- 
plause). 

a  ...  Is  it  honourable,  I  ask  you,  to  make 
over  to  others  populations  whose  desire  it  is 
to  remain  French,  and  who  will  remain 
French  in  spite  of  everything? 

<c  ...  Before  leaving  this  House,  I  make  a 
point  of  protesting,  as  an  Alsatian  and  as 
a  Frenchman,  against  a  treaty  which  in  my  opi- 
nion is  an  injustice,  a  falsehood  and  a  dishon- 
our. Should  the  Assembly  ratify  this 
treaty,  my  appeal  is  to  God,  the  Vindicator  of 
just  causes!  To  Posterity,  our  common 
judge!  To  the  nations  of  the  world  which 
cannot  indefinitely  allow  themselves  to  be 
bartered  away  like  cattle!  Nay  to  the  sword 
of  all  upright  men  who  will  tear  up  this  hate- 
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ful  instrument  at  the  earliest  possible  oppor- 
tunity (Applause  from  several  benches  on  the 
Left). 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive,  on  the 
part  of  the  Alsatians  and  Lorrainers,  a  more 
complete  series  of  protests  against  the  annexa- 
tion of  their  land,  of  more  formal  declarations 
of  their  resolve  to  remain  French,  whatever 
may  happen.  —  Yet  an  act  more  striking  still 
was  accomplished  a  few  moments  after  Kel- 
ler had  delivered  his  speech  :  the  unanimous 
withdrawal  of  the  representatives  of  Alsace 
and  Lorraine.  —  It  behoves  us  to  recall  that 
dramatic  incident,  which  the  Deputy  for  the 
Haut-Rhin,  Jules  Gros jean,  the  intrepid  de- 
fender of  Belfort,  had  been  commissioned  to 
bring  about  and  which  has  been  officially  re- 
corded as  follows  : 

M.  Jules  Grosjean,  Deputy  for  the  Haut- 
Rhin  —  Gentlemen,  I  have  been  instructed  by 
all  my  colleagues  of  the  Moselle,  Bas-Rhin  and 
Haut-Rhin  Departments  to  read  out  and  lay 
before  this  House  the  following  Declaration  * 

Bordeaux,  March  1st  1871. 

«  The  representatives  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine 
have  laid  before  the  National  Assembly,  pre- 
vious to  any  Peace  negotiation,  a  Declaration 
setting  forth  in  the  most  formal  terms,  on 
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behalf  of  those  provinces,  their  will  and  their 
right  to  remain  French. 

«  Made  over,  in  despite  of  all  justice  and  by 
a  hateful  abuse  of  force,  to  alien  domination, 
Ave  have  a  last  duty  to  fulfil. 

a  We  declare  once  again  to  be  null  and  void 
a  compact  that  gives  us  away  without  our  con- 
sent. 

«  Our  collective  and  individual  claim  to  re- 
dress remains  open  for  ever,  in  the  shape  and 
to  the  extent  our  conscience  shall  dictate. 

a  On  the  point  of  leaving  this  House,  in 
which  dignity  forbids  our  sitting  any  longer, 
and  for  all  the  bitterness  of  our  sorrow,  the 
last  thought  tha:t  wells  up  from  the  depth  of 
our  hearts  is  one  of  gratitude  towards  those 
who  for  six  months  have  not  ceased  to  stand 
by  us,  and  of  undying  attachment  to  the  coun- 
try from  which  we  are  being  torn  by  violence. 

((  Our  best  wishes  will  attend  you,  and  we 
will  wait,  with  full  trust  in  the  future,  for  the 
time  when  a  regenerate  France  shall  take  up 
once  more  the  threads  of  her  mighty  destiny. 

((  Your  brothers  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine, 
though  now  separated  from  our  common  fa- 
mily, will  preserve  towards  France,  while 
absent  from  our  homes,  the  full  treasure  of 
their  filial  affection  until  the  day  comes  when 
she  shall  return  to  fill  her  accustomed  place  by 
our  fireside,  a  (Reneved  applause.) 
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Signed  : 

((  L.  Chauffour,  E.  Teutsgh,  docteur  An- 
dre    OSTERMANN,     ScHNEEGANS,     E.  KELLER, 

Kable,  Melsheim,  Boell,  Titot,  Albrecht, 
Alfred  Koeghlin,  V.  Rehm,  A.  Scheurer- 
Kestner,  Alphonse  Saglio,  Humbert,  Kuss. 
Rengker,  DesgHange,  Boersch,  A.  Tachard, 
Th.  Noblot,  Dornes,  Edmond  Bamberger, 
Bardon,  Leon  Gambetta,  Frederic  Hartmann, 
Jules  Grosjean.  » 

*  # 

After  reading  the  above  synopis,  describing 
the  attitude  of  Alsace-Lorraine  —  which  un- 
fortunately is  unknown  to  too  many  of  the 
Frenchmen  who  did  not  see  with  their  own 
eyes  what  took  place  in  1870  and  1871  —  what 
sensible  man,  no  matter  his  country  provided 
he  be  not  German  or  the  friend  of  Germany, 
can  still  believe  that  Alsace-Lorraine  has  not 
remained  emphatically  «  French  Land  »,  or 
that  it  were  possible  to  question  that  country 
as  to  its  national  opinion,  without  inflicting 
upon  it  the  most  odious  outrage  and,  giving 
proof  of  a  monstrous  incomprehension  of 
what  is  «  Right  »  and  «  Truth  »  ? 
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